Storyline #2: | Dilithium Dilemma _ w: Thomas Warkentin, a: Thomas Warkentin 1/13/80-3/8/80 


ENGINEERING TO RESISTING THAT TRACTOR 
BRIDGE... WE HAVE A BEAM HAS FUSED NEARLY 
WEE PROBLEM... _ ALL OF OUR RESERVE 

: DILITHIUM! 


TS OUR GE AND: CADABILITY. 
TERPR. SE 1s a 
OPERATIONAL. 


LIEUTENANT ne THE SHORTEST 
WHAT ARE OU ROUTE TO 


ALRIGHT, SCOTTY. . ‘ s-sddaahlaadle t TARBASE (S 
SHUT DOWN WARP WE'LL FUROUGH THE 
ENGINES AND ALL CONTINU a } ROMULAN/ 

NON-ESSENTIAL ON, 1M PUL aN Nee. 
SYSTEMS... WER. ZONE . 


<2 AT 

7 .SuB-warp 

Iq SPEED, THAT 
WOULD TAKE | 


US 4.2 
YEARS. 


1,132,800 No.7 


RINE RIGHT HAGE EQOUGH 80. SBGCK. 
OR...WE DILITHIUM REMAINING IM NOT EAGER 


j COULD REACH 
PLANET FORMAYL FOR OUR PURPOSE. 
IN NINE DAYS. 


ACCORDING 7 a, Limes 
AND THE 
MINING COLONY | J) 7 8) ROMULANS! 


THERE CHOSE 
TO REMAIN 
AFTER THE 
DILITHIUM 
PLAYED OUT 
80 YEARS 


SSFTING tet Pon \ AB NES 
RANGE NOW, WITH TWO R: 
OBJECTS IN ORBIT...A 

WEATHER SATELLITE... 
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“STAR TRE! va Bok | as 
. * z : . : ya “ ay Co - OB s 
rapes 4 10843 =] & ABOARD THE KLINGON SHIP... : 


ON THE THRESHOLD OF > ey SOMETHING 
TOTAL BURNOUT OF OUR in HA KLINGO 

DILITHIUM RESERVES, , ae 

WE ARE ENROUTE TO 

FORMA WL, IN THE HOPE 

OF REPLENISHING OUR 

SUPPLY FROM A PLAYED 
§ OUT MINE THERE. 


Ze, 


CAPTAIN , APPROACHING A STARFLEET SHIP... ¥ 
VESSEL /5 a eal RAVELING AT SUB- FE 
HEAVY CRUISER... 


WARP SPEED... 
CONSTITUTION 
~~ CLASS! THEY'RE * 
DISABLED.. 
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AT THIS RANGE, THE BF Ss AS A STARFLEET 

| KLINGONS MUST CRUISER, YES. LIMPING 
aiecnince SAGA 

us. UNMISTAKABLE, ] POWER WOU. 

: f BE INVITING 

TROUBLE . 


—_] 
BRIDGE 10 ENGINEERING| << S 
SCOTTY, A KLINGON SHIP IS SS 
ORBITING THE PLANET. CAN J 
WE SUSTAIN WARP S FO 

OUR FINAL APPROACH 


THE SHAPES \\ ON MBULSE- 


--- AND 
Piped TO 
UN FROM 
THEM COULD 

BE SUICIDAL! 


ONLY A FOOL WOULD ae Wa 
REVEAL A WEAKNESS JN 
TO A KLINGON! MISTER SULU. 


Drv 4 ' ‘OUR GROUP ON 
Mi ASHER | BATTLE 1p THE PLANET, 


| KEEP ME POSTED, AND 
OPEN A CHANNEL TO 
THE COLONY. 


» CAPTAIN “gurud 
THE kK. UNGONS ere 
HAVE LEFT 


| CAPTAIN'S LOG: STARDATE 7504.4 
OUR DILITINUM NEARLY EXHAUSTED, WE 
ARE EN ROUTE TO FORMA YI TO 
OUR SUPPLY. RATHER THAN REVEAL OUR | 
LIMITED CAPABILITY TO KLINGONS ALREADY 


IN ORBIT, WE ARE USING THE LAST OF OUR 
RESER VES Soe en AT. waRr SPEED. 


WELCOME: STAR- 
SHIP ENTERPRISE. | 
WE SPEAK FOR | 
THE COLONY. 


THERE 1S ANOTHER 
MATTER I'D LIKE TO 

5CUSS. MAY WE 
LAND A PARTY 7 


SPOCK, 
MLL WANT YOU 
AND BONES IN 

THAT PARTY, AND 
OUR MINING 
ENGINEER,,. 


YES,.HE HAS 
A NOSE FOR 
DILITHIUM. 


AMONG BOTANISTS... 
FO E 
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SIR, THE WARP POWER 
DRAIN HAS LEFT THE 
TRANSPORTER WITH 
ONLY A RESIDUAL 
CHARGE ... 


z 
=> 
a 
2 
E 
=| 
< 
a 
B 
B 
S| 


! WOULDN'T 
TRUST IT WITH ANY- 
THING... ORGANIC. 


R THE BEAUTY AND 
VARIETY OF ITS FLORA 


THEN YOU MuST 
SEE 17, SULU... 
I'MA AWARE THAT 
BOTANY |S ONE OF 
YOUR SPECIAL 
INTERESTS- 
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ALL RIGHT, RAND, WE'LL 
TAKE THE SHUTTLE. 


THAT MUST BE YOU'RE RIGHT, | 
THE COLONY UP 5 SULU... THIS /S A 
AHEAD THERE. Z LOVELY PLANET! 4 


WE'LL SOON 
W ...THAT LOOKS 
LIKE A WELCOMING 
COMMITTEE. 
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MAYBE /COULD “fl "MAYBE" ISN'T 
DROP THEM JB GOOD ENOUGH... 
FROM HERE. 


WE'RE 
6LAD TO 


FOR 
SUDDEN 
F Ghay,) 


AND SHUT UP... 
b /’M THINKING ! | 


“STAIRS TIRE 1 2 ae | a 


pes 


/ ‘ >, - ; x ‘ 
LOOK i THEYRE age 4 SB NS/DE A "MEETING HALL", YOU Ee ero 
U E 6. KIRK REVEALS THE REASON | MINE, CAPTAIN KIRK, 
ois FOR THEIR VISIT... BUT THE KLINGONS 


COULDN'T FIND ANY 
DILITHIUM IN IT. 


ENSIGN TASKUL 
7 1S OUR MINING EXPERT. 
UD LIKE HIM TO SEE IT. 


WELL Dees WHAT ARE D7 ea 
THEY SAYING? __4f) “~ ES 
. She wv fv pe oe 
5 "SF yy 7] AN 


7 PRIORTOA — 
{ NEW DETECTION 
TECHNIQUE » 


GET IT ALL... 
SOMETHING 

m ABOUT GOLD, 
AND LEAD. 
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& creation of 
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MLL SHOW YOU 
THE MINE NOW, IF 
YOU LIKE. BUT IT/S / 
PLAYED OUT. , 


' THE KLINGONS \ 
WERE FURIOUS | 


WHEN_ THEY 
\ FOUND NO 
. DILITHIUM. 


f STILLLIKE | 
\ TOSEE IT. / 


MI STER SULU, YOU __ \ y ‘ | ( poctor Y 'S bh CHOICE 
PRESSED INTEREST 


| NOUR FLORA 
| YOU CARE FOR A 
| GUIDED TOUR ? 


/ | | Mec / E EEN BLUE SKY 
WOULD THAT | | | YOU JOIN | RS... OR 


WE } 
BING THROUGH y, 
N ene J 


A GOO 
{ BONES, ENJOY 
\ YOURSELF. , 


LOOK! TWO ARE LEAVING Y, 


WITH THE WOMAN... LET'S GO 
AFTE 


THEA. THE “sah 


R THE, 
WOULD BE BETTER. 


500. cms. Cl iY _ weae : 
TARGET 1S en | A (He sre es or | 
\\ ‘Aa°sraerieer | 


ee 


CAPTAIN! - 


ALITTLE 
- SERENITY \S JUST 
WHAT THE DOCTOR 
ORDERS. 


NOT NEEDED IN THE MINE, MeCOY AND 
SULU ARE ENJOYING A GUIDED TOUR 
OF THE PLANET'S FLORAL WONDERS. 


BOTANY IS ONE 
OF MY FAVORITE 
INTERESTS TOO, 

MISTER SULU. 


i * : C Vie 
—S UST eat 
SULU...TO MY ; a FAVOR! 
FRIENDS. do—fwannentnn rae) |Z Int , 2 


WE USE THIS PART OF 


c— SgksloRuREBEl Ge" —~ .. WARKENTIN 
: aE I STILL SAY WE SHOULD'VE 


GONE AFTER THOSE IN THE 
BOAT...BETTER ODDS. 


WY, mesmerteer 4 


GOING INTO 
THE MINE. 


HAVE APLAN 
TO SHIFT THE 
ODDS INOUR 


THE KLINGON SHIP 

MY ENTERPRISE HAS ENTERED A LONG 
TO CAPTAIN ORBIT. STILL WITHIN 

m™ == «KIRK... OUR SENSOR RANGE. 

".AND CAPTAIN, THEY 
APPEAR TO BE ON 

IMPULSE POWER! 


THANKS. SCOTTY. 
KEEP AN "EYE" 
ON THEM. 


WARKENTIN 1,29 
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ECT 
M READY 

THERE'S WO DILITHIUM 
IN THIS MINE. 


YOU SAID THAT 
NO TURNE Gere aueSe 


1CONCUR, 


\ CAPTAIN. 


hts adil 
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» WARKENTIN: 


UNLESS MY EARS 

DECEIVE ME.... IT'S 

A HUMAN INFANT, 
.-- CRYING.- 


| HEAR IT Now... 


IT DOES SOUND / 


LIKE A BABY. 


IT'S BOUND, Y 
HAND AND 
FOOT! 


oS 


WARKENTIN 
2,2,'80 


eed = 


I'M GETTING ALIFE 
READING ... SIXTY 
METERS...THAT 
DIRECTION: 


ULL ALL DIE 


Y WHY WOULD / HANDS AGAINST THE WALL, 
ANYONE... NOW !...OR YO 
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WHERE YOu STANO! 


Y 1ET HIM HOLO IT, 
IT’S SERVED ITS 
PURPOSE, ~ 


soe 
. 
a Oe 


b YOU CAN 
SKIP THE 
NICETIES, 
GET TOTHE 


NO TRICKS, 


WE WOULD NOT 


HESITATE TO 


WE DON'T 
LIKE HUMANS! 


ep 
A IT'S NOT 


I'M NOT 
DROPPING 
THIS BABY ! 


1. OR VULCANS! 
OR ARCTURIANS ! 


1AM KOTH, 

De FIRST OFFICER 
M OF THE IMPERIAL 

\ BATTLECRUISER Jam 

Is, KANDAR... 


IN RETURN 


/ 
FROM YOUR SHIP'S 
RESERVES. 


THAT SIMPLE. 
COMMANDER. 


OTA =|" = °9. WARKENTIN: 


YOU, STARFLEET, 
KEEP THOSE HANOS 
On TA, THE WALL ! ERV 
: HEN WE GET IT, WE 


ET 
YOU'RE GOOD RELEACE YOU.. MANE. THAT'S 


; OUT OF THE 
AT FRIGHTENING 
: BABIES : : ‘ QUESTION! 


5 
n 
n 
o 
= 
= 
< 
+ 
> 
4 
2 
i=) 


KLINGONS HAVENO " we WiLLGET 
USE FOR PRAYER. THAT DILITHIUM, 
CAPTAIN! ~ 


YOUR "TEETH" ARE YOU DON'T HAVE A 
PULLED... YOU MAY PRAYER OF GETTING 
TURN AROUND. DILITHIUM FROM US 
THIS Way / 


ane 
wie 


4 | WARKENTIN 


gr ~~ . WARKENTIN 


ROUNDING 4 BEND IN THE RIVER, r .CRASHE IN ODD_CONTRAST WITH THE LUSH_ | 

McCOY AND SULU ARE CONFRONTED | | BEFORE c Was FOL ce poe '7, AN AURA 

bYA SUSCTLING SIGHT... BORN. SHA FE DEATH DECAY SEEMS TO HANG 
SN 


WE WE STOP FORA ABOUT THE eHUGE WRECK.. 


I THOUGHT >: ~ WHEN IWAS A 
YOU'D LIKE 4 - ip | KID WE THOUGHT 
1 SE IT WAS HAUNTED. 


AKLINGON 
CRUISER! 


SULU, I'M 
4 DOCTOR Suen 
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CAPTAIN, YOU WILL CALL 


DILITHIUM. 


| DON'T 
DEALS FOR THE 
ENTERPRISE : Oke 


HER DILITHIUM! 


THIS IS THE eo re 

AGONIZER, 

ITS BEAUTIFULLY SIMPLE 

OPERATION IS BASED ON 

THE APPLICATION OF WAVE 

PRESSURE UPON THE 
FIFTH CRANIAL NERVE. 


.¢/ WARKENTIN: 


NO DOUBT ee KNOW OF 
THE AGONIZE . ONE OF OUR 
MORE OSeruL TECHNOLOGICAL 

ACHIEVEMENTS. 
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I THINK YOU WILLFEIND . 
THE EXPERIENCE 
STIMULATING . 


SURELY YOU'VE GUESSED 
ET A} 


1S,,, BUT I'Le 


PLAY ALONG. A 

oa : 5 1G = 
SPURRED BY THE IMMINENCE OF P as es 

KIRK'S TORTURE, SPOCK CONCEIVES . ie ie a & 

. SPOCK! 

2 YOU'VE SAID 

\A. ENOUGH 7 


/ 


Ei 


( YOU BAT-EAREO, 5, eweer 
\ TRAITOROUS (wei) HEAR TH 


E 
VULCAN SPEAK. 


i 
FACE THE 
FACTS, CAPTAIN. 
SUBJECTED TO 
THE AGONIZER, 
YOU'D TELL THEM 
EVERYTHING. , 
.. A CHILD 
YOU KLINGONS 


COULD SEE 
THE LOGIC IN 
AVOIDING 
TORTURE. 


OVERLOOKED 


BOAST OF YOUR 
TECHNOLOGY... 


eit? 


% . 
past 


— 


INTERRUPTED BY McCOY'S VOICE, 
OVER KIRK'S COMMUNICATOR , 
HANDS OF THE KLINGONS. 


A MeCOY TO'KIRK.,.. 
Se COME IN PLEASE.. 
HELLO? ... JIM? 


THIS». be) , 7 SPOCK...HELLO7. 
BECAUSE IT ——— 5; 5 Wass 
LOOKS LIKE : < \ ae 
AN ORDINARY 
ELECTRICAL 
JUNCTION 
BOX. 


WE'RE NOT. 

RECEIVING YOU. 
THERE'S AN OLD 
WRECKED KLINGON 
SH/P DOWN RIVER. |: 
.- AND SULU HAS 

FOUND DILITHIUM 

ABOARD ! 


SO...JFYOUNEED THEY INTEND 
WAMINENTL AAS DILITHIUM ALSO, TO KIL 
KIRK'S COMM : 18) Sou VALUE AS OMNOW? | 
HOSTAGES IS 


... THE WRECKED 
KLINGON SHIP IS A 
y FEW KILOMETERS < 
’ DOWNSTREAM... 


WARKENTIN 2,12,80 


KS 
SHORTLY... ge runs 
our. / 


IN DARKNESS RELIEVED ONLY BY THE FLASH OF KLINGON 
WEAPONS, THE HOSTAGES MAKE A BID FOR FREEDOM... 


THIS WAY, 
ENSIGN, 
QUICKLY! 
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, = . ~ \ ) 
SF s ! 
AREN'T YOU 
WARKENTIN SOMETHING Z / 


SCOTTY, SULU HAS 
FOUND DILITHIUM , BUT 
WE'VE LOST CONTACT 

WITH KIRK ,SPOCK 


THEY'RE AHEAD MISTER SCOTT, 
OF US, CAPTAIN, I'M | HAVE ACALL 
FOLLOWING THEIR FOR YOU FROM 

SOUND. DOCTOR McCOY. 

: AND TASKUL . 
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WARKENTIN 2,124,860 


“STAB TREK See 


.-.l WOULD 


THE 
KLINGONS HAVE HEARD 
MAY NOT THEM. 
BE FAR 
BEHIND! 


NO, 
THEY DION'T 
TAKE THIS 

TUNNEL... 


THE KLINGONS 
WANT US OUT OF 
COMMUNICATION 

WITH THE SHIP... 


2 | sorry ABOUT 


RUNNING OUT 
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YOU HAD 

THE BABY 

TO THINK 
OF. 


ON THE BRIDGE OF THE EN. 

CHIEF ENGINEER MONTGOM 
1 COMMANDING, HAS HIS 
CUT OUT FOR HIM... 


IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES , 
LADDIE D Ore aa 


WANT TO LEAD THEM 
YOURSELF. 


M AS SOON AS H 
TRANSPORTER FUNCTION. 


SCOTT TO TRANSPORTER ROOM,,. % MISTER SCOTT, | 
WE'RE RIGGING CIRCUITRY TO RE- 7m HAVE DOCTOR MeCoY 
ROUTE IMING POWER AND SULU, HOLDING. 
TO THE TRANSPORTER,,. STAND 
BY 70 BEAM UP A CHUNK OF . + 

KLINGON DILITHIUM. wl 


~~ TO CONSE! POWER. ; 
WeereneeeN S| |/Aneet, 
COM CAtOW: READY AT ’ 


ING 
NICATORS TO, PIN 
COORDINATES. THIS END- 


KEEP 
FINGERS 
CROSSED. 


y 


’ 


m SINGLE-SURGE BOOST DIRECTLY 


tae 
~ 


AS THE NARROW-FIELD 
BEAM TAKES HOLD. THE 
DILITHIUM SHIMMERS, 


.»- THEN VANISHES . 


McCOY AND HELM ' 
ARE TAPPING RESIDUAL CHARGE 
FROM SHIP'S PHASERS FORA 
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INTO THE TRANSPORTER. 


WHERE DID IT's ba 
you FIND LONG STORY... 
HER? THE KLINGONS 
ARE STILL 
HERE! 


( ‘ 
ae 
> 
an-\e 
_ 
THOMAS WARKENTIN Z,19,'60 
ee 


ALL RIGHT, WE HAVE /T. 
... CHEKOV WILL BEAM 
WITH A SECURITY TEAM 
WHEN WE HAVE FULL 

N RTER 


| TRANSPO 


FU 
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NCTION... 


SORRY, 
THE BEST WE CAN 
OFFER ISABOAT, 
ANDA SHORTCUT. | 


? | NOTHING HERE PLEASE 
TO FEAR...BEFOR JUST GE 
THERE 


SUCH AS THE THERE'S 
RECOVERY OF THE WRECK! 
THAT DILITHIUM, QR PUTIN HERE ,WE%LL 
[A AND THE DEATHS 
NG OF TWO STAR- 
POSITIVE TO FLEET MEN. 
REPORT... : 


3 
= 
> 

wn 
E 
= 
< 
=i 
> 

a 
Pa 
a 


E CAPTAIN... 
UNTIL WE HAVE 
SOMETHI 


Y CAN'T 
THIS THING Veet 
MOVE ANY 


WARKENTIN 2.23.80 


pe. WARKENTIN. 


THERE THEY SETTOKILL, 
RE...EASY DISRUPTERS 
TARGETS ! 4 AT MAXIMUM. 


SPOCK, YOU'RE 
AS EMOTIONLESS AS 
JOVIAN FROST-MOSS! 


——S a creation of GENE RODDENBERRY MISTER. SCOTT, WE 
SS P=, ae Me HAVE A TRANSMISSION 
———_— = AN. ‘ Me FROM THE KLINGON 


ae 


VESSEL... 


14M KODRASH, CAPTAIN OF THE aa? THIS IS THE UNITED STARSHIP 
IMPERIAL BATTLECRUISER KANDAR. ENTERPRISE , CHIEF ENGINEER 
. 1 HAVE A MESSAGE FOR YOUR : SCOTT COMMANDING...STATE 
OFFICER IN COMMANDO. YOUR BUSINESS. 


” WE HAVE RECEIVED CONFIRMATION OF 
HE er OLE CEC OND ANOTHER, Mea: EHEAD, ETI 
(CER, ws | | KNUCKL ae 
i ! 
FROM YOUR RESERVES. J ” 


MAKE NO MISTAKE - 
COMMANDER, UNLESS 
WE GET THAT DILITHIUM, 

WITH/N THE HOUR... 


WE FIND THAT 
ALTERNATIVE 
PREFERABLE TO 
RETURNING TO THE 
EMPIRE LATER 
THAN ORDERED. 


"ALERTED BY A 


SUDDEN, CLEAR. 
APPREHENSION... 


1§ IMMEDIA 7E... 


THEY'LL SOON 
N — . FLANK US AND PICK 
rn A® X eas , SN S 


US OFF EASILY! 


~ SOAS R ES 
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I ge” 


SULU'S RESPONSE #gs 


N 


Mm WAR 
id 2 


joc WIARKENTIN: 


KLINGONS:! 
EEP YO 


K UR 
HEADS DOWN! 


MISTER CHEKOV, 

SENTRIES POSTED 

AND PRISONERS 
MANACLED, SIR. 


“SIAR TREK ae 


KIRK , SPOCK AN. ke Vi WELL DONE » (HAVE SOME- 
ON She OCENE FO rNS ee iat GENTLEMEN. THING Te SAY 


SITUATION WELL IN HAND. WELL DONE! 


CHEKOV, PUT THI YOU'VE WAR #7...YOU A>) YOU'LL BE DENIED 
T HONOR 


Ss 
RABBLE IN THE BRIG. ) BEATEN US, ‘|| THA 
«es» MAXIMUM — - ise TREATY. 
SECURITY. ; 


THE TREATY |S 
JOKE ...BUT WE'RE 
f =| NOT AFRAID 70 FACE A 
Wf 3 | FEDERATION COURT! 


SORRY | COULDN'T GIVE 
YOU THE FULL TOUR, SULU... 
BUT IF YOU'RE EVER IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD AGAIN... 


a creation of GENE RODDENBERRY 
by THOMAS WARKEN TIN 


... AND | SUGGEST THAT 

IN FUTURE , YOU DO NOT 

BEAM DOWN WITHOUT A 

SECURITY TEAM TO..ER, 
PROTECT YOU. Gi 


| ON THE BRIDGE... 


PERMISSION 
TO EXPRESS AN 
OPINION SIR 7 


a 
iy 
OPINION NOTED, 
LIEUTENANT. 


GREETINGS ...1I'M JAMES T, KIRK, CAPTAIN 

OF THE U.S.5. ENTERPRISE. THIS IS MY 

FIRST OFFICER, MISTER SPOCK.. YOU'VE 
ALREADY MET COMMANDER SCOTT. 


THAT'S ALRIGHT, 
IT'S SOMEWHAT 
- COLLOQUIAL . 


WORD, SIR, BUT 
THE COMPUTER 
DOES NOT 

TRANSLATE. 


BOO OES © ON ies 


BACK ABOARD THE \P CAPTAIN, ~ [we've Lost WV ues vust 
ENTERPRISE, KIRK I'M SENDING CONTACT, J SWITCHED 
IR. 


AKES A CALL TO YOU _ ENOUGH ’ 
THE KLINGON SHIP. | DI aor Wet) TO ny HORA . 


IF ITWERE 
UP TO ME, 
& ALL THEY'D 
§ DILITHIUM..,. KIRK'S GIFT TO THE 
KLINGON CAPTAIN. 


MISTER SCOTT, 
; DY 


WE'RE REA 
~ TO JETTISON 
» THE POD. 


SOONER 
THE BETTER. 


-4,@OOD | 
RIDDANCE! J }\ 
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THE POD AND ITS UNREPENTANT [an 
CARGO ARE EJECTED TOWARD [i 
THE KLINGON BATTLECRUISER. 


BONES, MAYBE IT'S 
BECAUSE WE'RE WOT 
KLINGONS... 


4) A. WARKENTIN 3,5/60 [a 


FERS SCOTTY, THEY 
TEND TO GAG ON THE 
MILK OF HUMAN 
KINDNESS” 


(‘7 
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SENT THEM 
ABOMB! 


“WAN rer Sh 


: : =~ _ 9eks ; 
zs 5 A «2 Tenane 
SB THOSE ON THE BRIDGE OF THE lain 4 
BM ENTERPRISE WITNESS AN ACT P TRUST US... 
OF APPALLING BRUTALITY. EY'R THOUGHT WE 
. = e 


THEY WERE SO 
SUSPICIOUS THEY 


HAVING DESTROYED THE POD, 

ME THE KLINGON SHIP COMES 
a ABOUT ON IMPULSE POWER: 

Ml 70 BEGIN THE LONG, SUB- 
B WARP RETURN JOURNEY. 


